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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview " 
with Tanya Arenson on March 28, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

A) Claims 10, 11 have been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

B) Claim 12 has been amended to depend on Claim 1. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The claims have been amended to be directed to a method for detection of a 
variant Cayman ataxia nucleic acid sequence in a human subject by collecting a human 
sample and detecting the presence or absence of a nucleic acid having (i.e. comprising) 
SEQ ID NO: 8 or 10. 

The prior art does not teach a method of detecting variant nucleic acids 
comprising SEQ ID NO: 8 and 10. 

The instant specification teaches the identification and analysis of two mutations 
in the Cayman nucleic acid. A point mutation that results in a non-conservative amino 
acid change in exon 9 (SEQ ID NO: 8) and a point mutation at a splice junction (SEQ ID 



Application/Control Number: 10/699,941 
Art Unit: 1634 



Page 3 



NO: 10) were identified. The specification teaches "both mutations completely 
segregated with the disorder/carrier status in over 40 family members that were 
genotypes blindly." Further "none of over 1000 chromosomes from Caucasian, British, 
Jamaican, or African control samples showed either of the two mutations. 

Thus, since the prior art fails to teach the methods using SEQ ID NO: 8 and 10, 
the prior art fails to anticipate the claimed invention. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Jeanine Goldberg whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-0743. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday 
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ram Shukla, can be reached on (571) 272-0735. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

The Central Fax Number for official correspondence is (571) 273-8300. 
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